the family annals do not reveal, but the first report among the batch
before me is for the half-year ending December 1870, the month in
which the young Alfred attained his eighth birthday. His studies at
that relatively tender age included Divinity, Classics (in which he
showed particular promise), Mathematics, English, French, History,
Geography, Elocution and Writing. Those on the alert for early
foreshadowings of future achievement might find considerable
material for edification in these documents. Here it must be suffi-
cient to quote only one mild stricture under the head of "Conduct":
"Improved and generally satisfactory. He must try to be more
continuously diligent and less interested in his neighbours' affairs'*.
How narrow is the frontier between vice and virtue! In the last few
words is indicated unmistakably the precocious exercise of qualities
fundamental to the make-up of the successful journalist, whose chief
concern is with other people's business.

Spender, indeed, as it happens, himself made much the same
comment as this on the next stage of his education, at Bath College.
Admitting that the training there was in some respects unorthodox,
he gives it unqualified praise, declaring that "it kindled interests in
all directions, led to omnivorous desultory reading, left me free to
think my own thoughts, and prepared me for the universal
busybodiness which is the most serviceable equipment of the
journalist".

This was Bath College under T. W. Dunn, evidently a remark-
able headmaster, for, though he would seem to owe his repute
mainly to Spender's appreciation of him, the justice of that need
not be questioned. Dunn was a Fellow of Peterhouse, and had been
an assistant-master at Clifton for ten years. Dr. F. S. Boas, the
distinguished Shakespearean scholar, one of Spender's Balliol
contemporaries, who went to Clifton in 1877, remembers Dunn
simply as "an original and picturesque personality"; but originality
in a headmaster can be inspiring to a responsive boy of the right
age. As Dr. Boas puts it: "He was a man of original ideas and
methods on unconventional lines, well suited to stimulate the intel-
lectual powers of pupils of exceptional ability like Alfred Spender."
Spender was fifteen when Dunn came to Bath from Clifton, and on
his advent in 1878 Bath College was founded, in succession to the
old Sydney College. So at least Spender, who delivered the address
on the occasion of the unveiling of a memorial tablet to Dunn in
Bath Abbey in 1934, implied on that occasion, and had stated
definitely in his Life, Journalism and Politics; but records still extant
show Bath College to have been in existence in 1872, with first
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